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FROM A 
TR OOPE R 
In Flanders, to his Comerade : - 


- SHEWING, 
That Luxemburg is a Witch , and deals with 
-the Devil. - - 


Honeſt TOM, 


Know thou doſt remember, that while Hed waſt amongſt us, 
Things went but - untowardly ; and that having mighty For- 
ces, enough one would have thought to have conquer'd the 
World, we made nothing on't, but were ftill on the lofing-hand: 
And ſince thy leaving us, Things:bave gone on after the ſame Rate. 
We: are told a Fellow call'd-an O5ſervator:ſhould fay,' That though 


we have'a brave Army, yet we wo Condud. - But;:I would "him 
im 
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him to know, That we have as good Conduct as any 13 under the: 
Copes. of Heaven, What the Devil then is. the Matter ? Or how 

come theſe Things about ?. I have been. often Muſing. what the 

Mitter ſhould 'be;; and at TaſtT have found” it ont: ©" In" plain Eng- 

Hh, Zom, we have-been-bewitch'd. This-damn'd Rogue Luxem» 

burg, this crooked urchinly Rogue, and the Devil together, have 

bewiech'd us alt this while. As for the Dauphin, who commanded 
the French laſt Summer, or at leaſt had the Name of it, I ſuſpe&. 
him not : For we all. know that; the Dauphin is no Conjurer. But: 
we have been bewitch'd as ſure as I am here ;- and none but Lex-. 
emburg could thus bewitch us. ; 


Thou knoweſty:Tom, that at the beginning, we talk'd gi no- 
thing leſs ;than Maxching into France, and Carrying the Wag into 
Erance, And we had Forces ſufficientfor that purpoſe, *both-then,. 
and many times ſince ; the French not daring to fight us. If they 
had, we ſhould have beaten then-to Claurs. By our carrying the- 
War thus forward, we ſhould have lived upon the Enemy ;..and 

puld have tamble# in Free Quarter, and Comibiitions; ;ard 
Plunder. Bat inſtead of this, we havetkepr ſtill in'Fanders ; lying 
. Heavy upon ic, and plainly devouring it. Nor bave.:we ever had 
our Foot upon French Ground. So that I conclude we have been. 
hewitchid;, amt:thar a Spell -hath been laid before us, , which we 
Had not the Power ta paſs over. res dd ae Beg regs 


I meant, by French Ground, not only their own Country of: 
France, but their Conquelts alſo 5 or generally, the French Quar- 
ters. And Tay again, That we have not been 'in the French. 
Quarters 'ever ſince this War; that is; not with our main Army.. . 
EorlI confeſs Duke Wirtenburg with a Detachment, and Count Thiar- 
with a Party, have been in choſe Quarters ; - though their Stay and. 
their Reign were very ſhort, Marry your Gazette did -publiſh, That. 
our main Army ( upon our late March to Rouſelaer, where we 
encamp'd ſo long to-To little pugpoſe.):;was in the. Enemies Cour 
xy. But thats. a damn'd Lye. For the. Enemies Country (-we. 
all know”) is that which is beyond, and. within theic Frontier 
Gariſons..:: Whereas this Place; is on this ſide. their.. Frontier, and 
berween their Erontier and ours ; and pays Contzibution to-us,. as 
:well as. to /them. '. So, I:remember, three: Years ago, when our 
Army: had /paiſed . the Sambre, and was got as far as Beagrets 
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Foo's: gave ont that we were in the Enemies Quarters. But we 
were but Nine or Ten Miles from Charleroy, which was then Ours, 
and. within the Contribution of that Garifon. - And the like. may 
be faid of. Walcourt, where we had. been before that time. 


Thou ſ:eſt now, that we can come near. the Enemies Country ;. 
though even That doth. ſeldom. happen : But we can't get into it, 
for the Heart-blood of us. Though we. deſire ic above all Things; 
and though we want neither Strength, nor Courage, nor Cnn-- 
duct. And therefore thou may'ſt. be ſatisfied, as well as I, Thar: 
the Devil has hinder'd us, and that we have been bewitch'd. 


The French run every. foot into Our Country, and why ſhould? 
not, We do the like into Theirs ? Are we aftraid of an Atﬀtion of: 
Treſpaſs ? We had once. Namur, Charleroy, and Mans, all abreaſt; 
and it was a noble Frontier. But the French. made nothing to pals 
through. this.Frontier,. and to lie. in.the heart of. our-Country, be- 
tween thoſe Places and Bruſſels -; where they were as ſife as a Thief 
in a Mill. Not a Quarter ever beaten up, or fo much as attemp-- 
ted. And this they would. do, even . when they were. forced to 
avoid fighting, our Army being ſtronger than theirs. Tow, we. 
have been invaded-YXear afier Year, by an Enemy that durſt not 
fight us : Bur whether this could be. done without Wirchcrafr, EF 
kave Thee to judge. And I know thou art a-greatJads in thc(s 
gant + We haye many great Officers, that. cannot judge halt: 
ſo well. 


Prethee Tom give me leave; for otherwiſe I maſt take it, to add” 
one Word more. I fay then, That by. theſs Doings poor Flanders. 
hath, been ſadly burden'd, being made the.perpetual Seat of War :. 
When ia the mean time the French-Quarters lie freſh-and untouchr.. 
And this hath made them, ſo Rampane as they are. Burt if we had: 
lain upon their Country as long as they have done upon ours, they; 
would have been 1n. a very. bare and low Condition. : 


Ay but, thouw'lt ſay, We cannat fall into the French Quarters, bes 
cauſ2 of their Lines. Very good. Anil thefs Lines ſhzw yer more: 
plainly, That there is Witchcraft in the Cafe : For they could .ne- 
ver be detended. withous the help of the Devil. They reach from: 
Dankirk upon ths Sea, to Pont Eſpiers up53 the River Scheld ; which 

"ts 


4] | 

1s nzar Forty Engliſh Miles. From whence to Conde ( along that 
River, which here ſerves for a Line ) is near Twenty Miles more. 
And from-Conde to Namur, it is almoſt Fifty Miles. Now I leave 
thee to conſider, whether Lines of this length could be defended 
without Witchery. And herein lies the Witchery, That we have 
fot the Power to attempt them. For when we did attempt them, 
( which we have done but twice, and that was under H4rremberg 
and Thian,) we broak through them wich Eaſe. 


* Thou ſeeſt, by what T have written, That IT am very fond of 
getting into the Enemies Country. Others are rather for beſfieging 
and taking their Frontier Towns. And ſo am I, when we are 
able to do ic. But this requires a great Odds in Power : One 
Army tor the Sieges, and another to confront the Enemy.” Where- 
as we may march into their Country, when ever we dare fight. 
What, go beyond their Frontier Garifons? Ay, beyond thern. 
Why ſhould not We do it as well as the French? And Garifons 
fignify nothing againſt a Commanding Army ; no more than fo 
many Crows Neſts. An Army that dares Fight, and yer dares not 
Ma'ch into the Enemies Country, are the verieft Buzzards and 
Owls that ever were hatch'd. Unleſs they are bewitch'd, as We 
plainly have been. For I would have thee, and all Men to know, 
and thou doſt know, that We are neither Owls nor Buzzards. 


* I will now tel! thee in particular of fome of Luxemburg's Tricks : 
That thou may'ſt ſee what a Rogue he is, and that he is che Rogue 
that has bewitch/d us. One of his firſt Pranks, after he came in 
play, was at Fleury : where I faw plainly, who he dealt with, He 
ty with his Army beyond the Sambre'; and Prince Waldeck was 
advancing towaids hia in fair Order. What does Luxemburg now, 
bur get Berffers to him ( by the help of the Devil ) with his Army 
f.om a far Country : And Prince Waldeck knew no more on't than 
the Pope of Rowe. In the twinkling of an Eye, abundance of 
Bridges were thrown over the River, by -the ſame help I warrant: 
And they catch'd poor Waldeck in Fleury Plains, juſt as the Devil 
had con:ivd it. Would ft know what came on't * They gave us 
a damnable Ruffle, to fay no worls. | 


I come now to Mons; which Place we had never loſt by a Win- 


ter Siege, bur that we were bewitch'd there twice over. -Firſt, the 
Devil 
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Devil was-in ir, that when we ſaw vaſt Preparations fora Siege, 
and that in all likelihaod Mons was aim'd at; we did not pur into 
ic one Man-the:more, though Thouſands lay Quartered in” Plan- 
ders, So that the Place was loſt for want of Men. For the Gari- 
ſon was not Five thouſand ſtrong, when the Place” required Ten 
thouſand. Secondly, the Town being yet in Condition to hold 

ſeveral Days, by Lux:mburg's means the Devil poſſefled rhe 
Preeſts, and ſet them in a Mutiny 3 and they forced the Gover- 
nour to ſurrender. When at the ſaine time we were juſt Marching 
£D their Reliet. 


Mons being loſt, we tell ro fortifying of Hei; which thou know- 
Eſt is within Seven Miles of Bruffels. And we had laboured ſeveral 
Weeks upon it. But Luxemburg coming acrols the Country, we 
were fain to out-run our new_Fortrels. For, as the Devil would 
have-it, there were but Two thouſand Men in it, and no Cannon. 
We thought the Loſs not ſo great, as the Diſgrace and the Baffle. 


; If Laxemburg could haye kept this Town, it had been a ſharp 
Thorn in our Sides, lying ſo near Bruſſels, But our Army grew 
ſoon ſo ſtrong, that he durſt not doit. And now he declined 
Fighting, and mainly fortified his Camp. Whereupon we fairly 
left him, and marched away dire&ly for France ; to the great Joy 
of the whole Army, who long'd to be there. And Laxembarg foon 
© followed; Marching along beſide us , and 'Coalting us ar a di> 
ſtance. - We, in our March, were joyn'd by ſeveral Thouſands ; fo 
that our Army was increaſed to Ninety thouſand Men, the French 
being nor near ſo many. And now we were* full of Hopes, and 
Reſolution, and Courage ; and we hugg'd our ſelves with-the . 
"Thoughts of a brave Invaſion. But Ih the Nick, this curſed Rogue 
Laxemburg, fell to his Charms and Spells, and confounded all; Me- 
thinks L tee the Devil ſitting upon his Crump Shoulder, and beck. 
- Ning to us, and ſaying ; Come thi way,come this way, thrn your Noſes 
ths way, And as ſure as thou ait alive,Tom,we ſtop'd onr March into 
France, and turned our Noſes upon Laxembnrg. And we Encampll 
by him:with our mighty Army a good part of the Summer ; doing 
no kind of Thing but eat up our own Country. Didſt thou nor 
. read News in the Gazette, Week after Week, From bus Majeſties Carty 
.at Gemblours, and from the Royal Camp at Gemblours ? There it was 
that- we Lay, jaft bchind Charleroy -_p Namur, which then were 
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Ws while the French. Army lay advanced before Mons. 

aid;; we ſtaid for our heavy Cannon. to come by Water from” 
HMaſtricht; which” were long a coming. For the Devil dryed np 
the Afzeſe River, and Taid Sands in our way, 'fo that the Boats' 
could not paſs;. and we were bewirch'd all over. At laſt our Can-- 
non came up, and we did nothing wich them. However we after- 
wards marched on, and paſſed the Szmbre. But we never got TM 
Miles beyend it, nor out of our own Contribatiog » Nor. conld 
we ever reach the French Quarters ; though they lay as open tous, 
as Hertfordſhire does to Middiſex. For then they had no Lines 
thereabouts. -But our. ſtay was not tong in theſe Parts : For within, 
2 while we Marched back into Flanders, anil Luxemburg afcer us ; 
where we patied the reſt of the Campaigne. Sang 4 


_ All this while our Noble King was with.us ; who is the. braveſt 
General in Chriſtendom, He ſpares. for no Pains, and he wants no 
Brains, and he is Metal to the Back. Tom, it would do-thee good. 
to ſerve under fuch-a Geneza).. - But, -at the end of the Year, his. 
Majeſty: left us, and Prince Faldeck commanded. And then ig 
was that: Luxemburg play'd us another Trick, near a Town called 
Zeaze, in a damn'd thick Fogg,which the Devil had raifed for him; 
he was with us, and upon us, before we were in the leaft aware of 
him. I tell thee, Tom, we dreamed not on him, till he was al- 
moſt within Piſtol ſhot. And it we had not fought like Devils, 
Zucxemburg's Devil had beaten us to pieces. Bur fighting as we did, 
i proved. but a Bruſh, or a Baſting. Here the Devil did as much 
for Luxemburg, as could be expected at his hands. For he raiſed 
one Miſt in the Air, and caſt another over Some-body's Brains :- 
Or elſe we ſhould have had our Scouts abroad, knowing that the. 
Enemy was not-iar from us. | | 


The Siege of Namur follows. next in Order : Where we were- 
bewitch d moſt confoundedly. It was. a. brave Town, and of 
mighty Importance ; and we brought a brave Army to reheve it ;- 
andour Men were in high Courage, and would have taught Blood 
up to.the Ears, and were mad ro be at it ; making no queſtion bur 
to beat the French to dire, Then, as ro Conduct, I fay it Again, 
We have as good as any in the World : But yet we ſuffered this 
Town to be taken before our Faces, withour ſtriking a Stroke ; or 
{ much as firing a Muſquet, And ſome think, That we loſt ang 

en 


fo] 

Men by lying til, and. by the, Diſcaſes it occaſioned”, diam we: 
fhould have done if we had. foughe every Day. Now can any Mar 
imagine thar theſe Things. could be, it the Devil.had not bewiccir: 
us 2 If the Relief was: poflible, why did we not attempt ic? If it. 
was impoſlible, why did” we not march away, and make a Diver- 
. fron ? But We could neither Fall on, nor March off ;z. but were: 
perfetly inchanted. + And who ſhould, do, it , but that crooked 
Urchin , whom L have fo often mentioned ? Fhe Prench King was 
here himſelf; who is likewiſe much ſulpeted to deal in the Black 
Art. Bur, or my part, Iam fully facisfed, That 'twas Luxemburg, 
and his Devils, that brought theſe Things.about. It muſt be cor- 
&ffed, that the French did fomething out-number us ; but we feared 
them not. And their Army lay-round a great City ; their inner 
Line being without Cannon ſhot, as it muſt. be: So that their 
Quarters .extended very wide, and took up a mighty Compaſs: 
Nor had they any Circumvallation, as they called it; only. their 
Quarters were harricadoed, and ſome Works thrown up here and 
there. Alſo the Adaes and the Sambre mceting at Namur, thoſe two 
Rivers run through and divided their Quarters. . So. that part of. 
their Men lay on one fidethe Sembre, and part on the other, and 
part lay beyond the» Afzes. And we having Huy upon the. Maes, 
and Charleroy upon the Samire, we, might have marched upon them. 
on- either ſide of zjither River, And it, had been hard, if ſome: 
where or other we could-nor beat them up. However we might 
have tryed what we could do ; but the Devil was in it, we never 
madea tryal. Whereas though we had failed in.the Attempr, and. 
been ſoundly. banged with the Loſs of; Ten or Twenty thouſand: 
Men ;. no Body would have blamed us,. and our very Lofs had- 
been Glorious, But- to. be Lookers on, was ſuch a Thing ;. ic 
"makes me mad to think on it. Though-an Osſervator lays; Thar. 
we got more Honour by our mighty Attemp!:s to relieve the Town, 
than the French did by taking it. 


But after Namur was loft, we fell to fehting like mad; .though 
it would have been better, one would have thought, to have done. 
ſo betore. Had we ventured half ſo freely before, as we did after,. 
Namur might have been. Ours.at this day. But as to the Fight we. 
had aiter, ( it is.calied the Bactel of Sreexwkzrk, and thou haſt heard. 
much of ic } Tibtell thee how ic was. The French King, after he 
had taken Namur, was gone to Parx.; and a-geod.part of his Army 
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was Tent towards Germany; and our Army was much increaſed, 
0 that the French Army, left.in Flanders with Luxemburg, was now 
clearly the weaker. Yet, for all that, he had. the Impudence to 
march into our Country, and there continue. But, for fear of the 
worſt, he encamped in a Ground of great Advantage, which he 
-alfo ſtrongly fortified Whereupon we took a Reſolution to fall 
upon him in his Camp. ' And we begun moſt bravely. Ten Bar- 
talions of Ours, who had the Van, beat Fiirty French Patcalions 
our of their Ground ; and chaſed them from -Hedg to Hedg, and 
from one Work to another; and we made them aut-run their 
Cannon. We ſhewed what Rogues we could make &f the French, 
it we had them. fairly before us. And now was Luxemburg hard 
pur to it: He ſcarce had time to fay a ſhort Prayer to the Devil. 
Good Devil, quoth he, help me out at this dead Lift, or I am undone 
for ever. And the Devil did help him to ſome purpoſe. For he 
fo brought it about, that our Men were not ſeconded : By which 
means we were beaten off with great Loſs, (ſtill Fighting ſtoutly ) 
and Luxemburg (caped a Scouring. For had dur main Body fecon- 
aed our Van, he had certainly been quire Routed. Some aid, 
"That our main Body covld not come up, becauſe of the 'bad 
Ground. But why could they not march the ſame Way, and 
upon the ſame Ground, that rhe Van had done? And why did 
they not follow clofer, but lay Lagging ſome Miles behind ? In. 
cthorc,- The Devil was in it; and we were bewitctd. 


When this bloody Bout was over ; and our Army recraited and 
Teinforced. we marched-to atraque the French Lines. But Luxem- 
Surg, by the help of his old Friend the Devil, got thither before 
us. For we, on our part, ſxunter'd-a great way about, and out 
'of our way, as if Pack had led us; which I believe be did. How- 
ever, we then learned, as we had done at Hall before, That the 
true way to draw the French out of Flanders, is to march into Frence, 
NT towards it. For they are very tender in this matter : And 
Though they love to be in an Enemies Country, yet they cannor 
endure that an Enemy ſhoald be im theirs. | 


B2ing bob'd at the Lines, we went wich our Commanding Army 
and encampt at art a Place called Grammer ; which is a good ſnug 
Place, within our own Country, and but Five 'or Six Miles from 
Gazs!, And here we were tyed by the Leg ( no doubt by —_— 


| LY 
and Witchcrafe, ic could be nothing. elſe) for. a great tnatiy; 
Weeks ; being notable to move one way or other.. But our Army 
increaſed to a Hundred thouſand Men, while Laxemburg had noe 
half che Number; a great part of his Army being gon to the Maes 
under  Boufflers, to ſtave oft an Invaſion there, Nevertheleſs we 
fill kept cloſe in our Camp at Grammen: Nor did we budg from, 
it till we-went into Winter Quarcers. . During all which time you, 
had News in the Gazte, From the Royal Camp at Grammen. 


But what could we have done, had we been diſpoſed to be 
ative? I anſwer, That in the firſt Place we might ſtill have at- 
tempted their Lines. Not their Line between the Sche/d and the 
Lys, where Luxemburg lay with his Army ; but their long Line bes 
tween the Lys and Dunkirk. For this had but an ordinary Guard : 
And if the &renxch ſhould have drawn their main Army to have de: 
tended ir, their new and unfiniſhed Fortifications at Courtray, and 
likewiſe their Camy near it, wonld have been in great danger, 
We found afterward , by Experience, that in. all likelihood it 
would have been no hard Matter to have forced theſe Lines. But 
if it had prov'd hard, and we had been repulſed, we might have 
. marched up the Scheld; and have endeavoured , by throwing 
Bridges over it, to have gotten that way into the French Conner, 
Tom, I think in my Conſcience this River Sche/d is enchanted. I; 
is like Styx, the River of Hell ; which none could paſs without the 
help of old Charm. Thou knoweſt it is but a paltry River, in 
<ompaniſon of other Rivers. . A Man (1 had almoſt faid ) may 
leap over i with a Pike Staff : I am ure that with Five or Six 
Boats, we might Jay a Bridge over ic any where. And yet we 
Kand in as'much awe of it, as it it were the Rhme, or the:Dannbe ;_ 
we dare. not ſo much as attempt to paſs it. . Thongh the French 
Conquefts lie entice and untouche behind ic; at which we'might 
have our Wills, if we durſt pafs this River. . if we muſt Encamp, 
way might we not have Encampt upon this River ( getting like- 
wile'a Paflage over it.) any where above their Lines? And then 
the French muſt quit their Lines, we being behind chem. Or if we 
had made a new Geariſon, methinks there were the Place. A 
taſty Gariſon here, (TI wouid not haye ic lefs chan Ten thouſand 
Men ) would maintain-ic ſelf bravely, by Contriburions out of the 
French Congqueſts. In fſauch a TR I thould defire to þe ; there 
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were Tome Cut inſych a Gariſon. But ſappoſe we could not get 
over this River ; mnſt we then lie in onr own Country with our 
Commanding Army ? There was no ſuch-Necefiity. For we mighr 
have gone higher up the Scheld'; 2nd: have forced thoſe Lines, (if 
they had then any Lines there Y which afterwards Count 7hiar for- 
ced fo eaſily, with a Party of Twelve hundred Men. Which being 
done, nothing could have hinder'd us from Marching into France, 
we having ſuch a mighty Power as we had. And if Euxemburg had: 
come In our way, we ſhould have beaten him, with all his Devils. 
Bur let us go on. | 


Thou haft heard, TI know, That Dixmude and Furnes, whicty 
we had fortified at the end' of the Campagne, were moſt famouſly 
toft this Winter, We out-rnn the one, and the other was deli- 
vered up afcer a Siege-of ſome Hours. When theſe Things were 
done, Luxemburg was at Paris: But F warrant he had laid his Spells 
before he wenc ; for F am very fure he did bewitch us. Was it not 
a bewitched Thing , that- we ſhould fortity theſe Places for the 
French ? When baſe Fhings are done, and no body in Fault , I 
conclude there is Witchcraft in the Caſe : And when no body 1s 
Paniſh'd, E conclude that no body was in Faule. We were much 
troubled at the Loſs of theſe Places : But fome think, That we were 
more bewiteh'd in Fortifying them, than we were in Lofing them: 
Furnes is about Five Miles forward from Newport, (which is Ours;) 
and Dixmude about Seven fideward. And muſt we have a Gariſon 
at every Seven Miles end ? Why, a ſmall Country, thus Gariſon'd, 
woukl drink up a great Army. And thou knoweſt, Tom, ( for 
thou art a cunning Dog, and haft Guts thy Beains,) that when: 
we fortify Places near our own Garifons, they do us little geod i 
we keep them, and great Miſchief if the Enemy take them: If we 
| had kept theſe Two Places, they weuld not have commanded a 
Contribution- ( more than we had before )/ to maintain a Thou- 
fand Men ;. when art leaſt Five or Six thouſand: muſt be ' in them... 
Pl] not give a Pin for a Garifon, that has not a goed Contribution. 
For the great End of Gatifons, let them ſay what they will, 15 to 
command Concributions. "Therefore our *new Garifons ſhould 
have been made Twenty or Thirty Miies forward, towards the 
Enemies Country 5; and then they would have Contribution in. 
abundance. | —_ cis 
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Now follows: the Campagne of 93. in'the Beginning of whiclz 
the: French Monarch was foundly baffled: At that Seaton, -it ſeems, 
the Devil was turd againſt him, or at leaſt forfook him. He 
came upon us with a greater Force than ever 5 and we were to be 
run down forthwith , and all F/anders to be fwallowed up. In 
g00d earneſt, Tom, we were in great danger. . But our-King En- 
camp'd ſo commodiouſly, and ſo ſtrongly, and rvok fuch Order 
forthe Defence of all Places, that the Monarch was quite' gra- 
velld. Yer if he hail not been an arrant Buzzard, or the Devi? 
had not owed him a Shame, he might have left us in our Camp, 
and have marched-up to Brufjeis, and beyond i, and whither he 
pleas'd ; and have-grazed up the Country as he went, and have 
put all Brahant under Contribution. Which had - put us in a bad 
Condition to maintain the War : And: ſome Places or other would 
have fallen into his hands. But inſtead of doing this, or any 
Thing el{e, he fneak'd back to Paris, ( or to Herfailxs, I care not 
which) and all his Court Ladies with: him: : Whom he had brought 
to be Spectators of his famous Victories; and by Report they were 
no better than they ſhould be. Soon after the Dauphin marched to- 
wards Germany, with part of the French Army : Luxemburg being 
teft with the remaining Part, which was ſtill # Force ſuperzour to 
Ours. And not long after that, the Duke of Wirtemberg was de- 
tach'd from our Army to .attaquethe French Lines. Which Deſign 


was Carried fo ſecretly, that the Devil himſelf could not difceverit © * 


to Luxemburg. The Lines. were matlter'd with little ado, and we: 
got into. brave Quarters, and we railed Contributions. amain. Bur 
then came the: Batrel of Lander, (another bloody Bour,) which hur= 
ried us back to our main Army. that wanted us. i "Till. ther-we. ha 
been free from Witchcraft during that Campaigne :. But theg Lux: 
emburg beſtir'd himſelf, and conjur'd up all his Devils ; and we: 
were bewitch'd over and over. Firſt, 'The Devil. bewitch'd- us.to- 
let Huy be fo miſerably unprovided for defence, the Enemy, being. 
{ near -it.'\ And if we couid:nor defend it; why. did we; not blow 
it up/?:: But i6-was yielded: in. :twai:or thres Days, - Secondly, We: 
were bewitch'd to lie in the: Enemies: reach;,' whe-ſo much over- 
power'd us. And thirdly, We were:catch'd.in a bewnched Ground 
having a River and Morafſs behind: us; | which-ſhovid. have been be+ 
fore us. The Frexch came, up with us, @veriNight; and werexpets 
.ed co Retreat that Night, which the Gallagrs:thought Giſhonous 
able. But. ſome: of qur 'Troog have | read.ngin; Hatter. Rawleighs, 


aid: 


+ 


and*they tell us that he has a Saying, Thet 'tw more honour able £0 Re- 


treat by Night, than to be Beaten by Day. But we fought it ftoutly;, 
and the King did bravely above the reft, Hawever it- was a bad: 
Buſineſs: And it would have been much worſe, it Luxemburg ( to 
-ouUr great good Fortune ) kad not play'd the Beaſt, in noc pur- 
tuing his Advantage: - ' WJ 


We are come at laſt to Ninety four, or the Campaigne of laft 
Summer : And thou wilt find by. the Story, That the Devil doth 
fill hanne us, and bewicch us. This Year the Dauphin did again 
Command the French in Chief; and the old : Magician (thou 
knowett who I' mean) Commanded again under kim. And they 
preſently fell to their old Trade : Fer the firſt Thing they did, 
was tO come boring into our Country, where they lay at Rack 
and Manger. And we ſuffered this as tamely as we uſed_to do : 
Wherein thou may'ſt' peroeive a Spice of the old Witchery. I 
confeſs that the French: at firſt were ſomething too ſtrong for us: 
But 'in a ſhore time we were grown ftronger than they ; and our 
Fingers itched eo be-upon their Jackets. However we were con- 
tent to forbear, till the Arrival of all our Forces : Which Forces 
being come, and we being all together, the Sun never fhined up: 
on a' brayer Army. And then we out-number'd the ys 
matyy Thouſands, both in Horſe and Foot ; and we had better 
Horſes, and better Men, and” were every way ſuperiour : So that 
we made no more of the French Army, than of fo m_ Jack-daws. 
We being in this glorious Condition, the French, who had lain be- 
Gde us, then marched in quite beyond us; arid were got between 
Tiege and Maftricht. But we thought them beſotted, to give us 
much an Advantage; making account that we had them then in 
a Bag (if we had but:the Grace to ſhur ir,)) and that they cond 
nor eſcape us. For our-Army interpoſing berween them and home, 
{ as we-expetted we ſhould ) and they having with them all their 
Baggage and heavy Cannon,-they could not get off-wichout fight- 
ing ;- art then we made ne doubtibuc we ſhoukt:beat them 'to fit- 
rers. For my part, I-thoughe the War was near an End; a happy 
and glorious End :- There bzing but two Fhings to do 3 that is,to 
beat the French Army, and then to march to Pars. Thou knoweſt, 
Tor, That Namar, and' Huy, and Zzegr, and Maftrichr, lie all on a 
Row upen' the _ Ot which-Mafricht - and Liege -were - ours, 
and the rene had Ruy and Namer : Huy being advanced —_ our 

| QUAalrters, 
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Quarters, beyond all the reſt of their Frontier. Theſe Places © 


lying thus, anl the Fremch Army ( asT told thee) being berweers 
Liege and Meftricht, we had Orders given us to get ready to March. 
And I cannot expreſs, nor thou imagine, how joyfully we received 
theſe Orders. And then our Buſineſs was, either to mardh ſtraight 
upon the Enemy, or to cut off their Retreat, by interpoling be- 
tween them and home; that is, between thena and Huy : For if 
they got to Hy, they got home. But now fee. and wonder how 
we were Enchanted : Tom, as I hope to be ſaved, we turn'd our 
Noſes the wrong way again. For with mighty diligence we mar. 
ched clear fromward the Enemy, and likewite befide and beyond 
Huy ; leaving the French a free Paſſage toit. And they marched 
thither the very nexe day. Never talk now of Bunziing, or Fum- 
bling, or making Blunders; for we ſcorn thoſe Words. "Twas 
Witchcraft, dear Tom, 'ewas Witchcrait, that made us do as we 
did; che Devil and Laxembarg did bewitch us:- And that damn'd 
Magician may brag'of this, as one of his braveſt-Feats. Thou wile 
ſay, That we were ſtill between the French and Nawnr. Ay, and 
ſo we were. But the French had a Bridge at Huy over the River, 
and they made divers other Bridges : Whereas we had none, nor 
did we offer to make ariy. -So that they could march-ro Namur on 
the far fide the River, when they pleas'd, wichout the leaſt danger 
'or diſturbance. But they choſs rather to lie by it, that they mighe 
give us a Baffle by making us riſe firſt : Wherein they ſucceeded, as 
well 'they might. For they Commanded the one'fſide of theRiver 
£ much -as we; and the other {fide they had wholy to them- 
elves, | 


_ Yet here we ſtaid and encamp'd, as long as we could get any 
Forage, waiting upon the French-mens Back ſides ; ( when thou 
and I are together, we uſe another Word.) Bur, for my part, L 
did not think we had owed them that Duty ; nor did I know why, 
or Wherefore we ſtaid here folong, in the high Condition we were 
in. The French, being the weaker, might with reaſon be willing 
*that the time ſhould be ſpent in idle Encampments: But we, who 
were the ſtronger, if we had not been ſtill bewircch'd, methinks 
thould rather have choſen to be doing. Well, at laſt we marched 
-away for Flanders, as hard as: we could drive, to have anotner bout 
at thofe Lines. And the French durſt not follow us the-way we 
went, ( which was the next way,) for fear we ſhould turn back 
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upon them, and fall. upon their Bones ; but they were: fain to go 
round by Namur, and beyond the Sambre. .Yet, by the Devil's 
help, ( for no power of Man could do it) they got before us to. 
the Lines: By. which mgans we weje prevented and bafl:d. 


What had we then to do, with our glo:ious Army, but to.march 
prefently up the Scheid ; and either force a Paſſage over that River, 
or march on directly for France it ſelf * We had then ked the French. 
fach a Dance, who were damnably jaded by their late long March, 
and hardly able to crawl, ) that all the Devils in Hell could not, 
have enabled them to foilow us. But the Devil turn'd our Noſes 
once more the wrong way,: For we marched down. the River, 
and into. cur own Country ; firſt to Oudenard, then. almoſt to 
Gaunt, and at laft:to a Place called Rouſſelaer, which now bears the 
Name of a Royal Camp. For here was another Encampment, 
and Enchantment: And here we lay-with our glorious Army all the 
reſt of the Summer, as it were, bound Hand and Foot ; and with- 
aut doing any. Thing, or any proſpect of it, For we were coop'd. 
up by the Enemies Lines, which we had no Thoughts of Attemp- 
ting. And was not this a bewitched Place, for ſuch an Azmy tq 

Aie in.? We excegded the En2my by Thirty or Forty thouſand : 
And though. after a while we ſent a Detachment to the Siege of 
Huy, yet fill we far exceeded them. If. we. had Encamp'd all this 
while in-the Enemies Country, it would never have anger'd me, 
though we had been never ſo idle : For then, if we had done no- 
thing elſe,, we had] eaten up the Enemies Country. I have told 
thee already, and I tell thee again, that we were not then in the 
Enemies Count:y. In the Country berween both, I confeſs, we 
were : But in theſe paits, the Enemies Country is that within their 
Linesz whereas our Camp was without theſe Lines, and Eight ar 
Nine Miles ſhort of them. | | | 


I ſaid before, that we had never attempted Scheld River, but, I 
lyed ; we attempred it then, that is, we look'd upon it and no 
more. Firſt, one great Man view'd the P.ace, and then a::other 
greit Man view it, and tlien we came away. It was as we came 
down tO Oudenard, in our way to ou: Camp: And che Atrempe 
was made by a Detachment of about Six thouſand Men. - Bur if we 
had : cen in earneft, we might have made, out of our vaſt Num- 

bers, many_ſuch Decachments for that Szrvice: And we mug. 
, ave 


15] 

have attempted ſeveral Places at once ; or trycd one Place, and* 
then another; both by Day and by Night. How did Prince Lews 

of Baden paſs the Rhine this Summer ? I am fare I ſaw it in the- 
Paris Gazette, (for Tom I can now read French a little, ) That he 

made a falſe Attaque or Attempt in one Place, and then paſſed ii 
another ; the French. having drawn their Forces to the firſt Place: . 
But this Attempt. of ours ( ſuch as it was ) was made in one Place. 
only ; and in a Place more likely to be provided for defence, than- 
any other on the River. For ic was: at Pont Efperies, where the 

French Line-ends, which is between the Lys and the Scheld, and. 
where they always had Forts and Guards. 


Our retaking of Huy was a very good Buſinefs, as Things go : 
But T expedted that the Army that-rook it, would have enter'd the 
Dutrchy of Lutzenburg, which the French- now have, and which 
ties hard by ; and ſo have broken that Charm that keeps us hitherto 
from Entring the Enemies Country. Thou wile ſay, They did 
enter that Dutchy, for all. the News-books faid fo. Why then all . 
the News-books lyed ; for we never were in that Dutchy; nor our 
of the Dioceſe of Liege : For, by their-own Story, we lay all the 
while between Navaigne and Franchimont, both which Places are 
in this Dioceſe. And Navaiene is upon the Maes, almoſt as low | 
as Maaſtricht, And therefore I am-the more confirmed that ſome  _ -* 
Wicchcraft 'lies upon-us ; 1o- that we cannot find the way into the 
Enemies Country. 


In the cloſe of the laſt Campaigne. { for at laſt T draw tos Con- + 
cluſion ) we new fortified ſeveral Places : That is, Dixmude again, 
( which che French had flighted and abandon'd,)) Deynſe, Nimove, 
and Tillemont ; and we talk of Hall likewiſe. Of theſe, Dixmude (as 
T faid betore ) is Seven Miles from Newport 3 Deynſe is within Five .. 
Miles of Gaunt ; Ninove lies behind Oudenard and Aeth ;, Tallemont is . 
berween Lovain and Leeuwe, and very near the later; and Hall is . 
within Six or Seven Miles of Br#ſſe/s. And the Places to which-- 
they :ie thus near, were our {tanding-Geriſons before. Let us now : 
exainine berween thee and me, and according to our Rules, ( and - 
F-think we "CYroopers thould underſtand theſe. Matters as well as , 
ſame of them do ) whether cthele new Garifons be good ones, and-.. 
will do us any Service. I ſay then, That if each of theſe new Ga- - 
rilons can command Contribution to maintain Three .or Four.. 

| | thouſand, . 


thouſmg, oreven Two or Three thouſand Men, we muſt allow 
theſe Gariſons to be good ones. But if all theſe Gariſons pur roge- 
ther, will not command any Contribution worth the ſpeaking of, 
more than we mighc have without them ; chen, according to our 
Rules, all of them together are not worth a Dog-turd. And we 
were bewitch'd, by Luxemburg and the Devil, to be at fo much 
Charge, in fortifying and keeping ſuch uſeleſs Things. A little 
time will ſhew what they can do. But if we had made a new 
Gariſ5n upon the Scheld, any,where between Townay anc Conde, 
.and another upon the Sambre near Charleroy, either 2bove or below 
It 3 I'd have eaten Hay with a Horſe, and been hang':i for a-Fool, 
It either of theſe two Gariſons would not have inaititain'd Ten 
thouſand Men : If they were made big enough (as thzy ougic ) te 
contain ſo many. And all this by Contributions out of the Ene- 
ies Countries, which otherwiſe we cannor” reach. Out of theſe 
wo Gatiſons we ſhould have ſcour'd the Fren$b Quarters i'faith, 


I could write more' now to thee, but TI won't ; for I know thon 
art a Man of Buſineſs Only I ſhall fay This, That if this curſed 
Wiechcraft which has ſo plagu'd us were removed, we'd beat the 
French to Jericho : But if it continue upon us, though you ſend us 
never ſo many Millions from Ezgiand, we ſhall do nothing here in 
2a aa chat is worth one Farthing. And ſo, dear Tom, tare thee 
wwell. 
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